THE SECOND SUNDAY OF PENTECOST
June 7', 2026 - 9:30 AM

WELCOME

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was
criticized for eating with tax collectors and sinners—the religiously
nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and reminds us that
mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to
be made known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the
tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each Lord’s
day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to
be signs of God’s mercy for the world.

i+ Preacher — The Reverend Laura Esposito

+ Officiant — Pr. Rudy Schneider

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins - Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought , word, and
deed., by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy
name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jeus Christ was given to die for you, and for his sake, God
forgives you all your sins. Live now as the forgiven child of God and allow the Holy Spirit to
lead you into all righteousness. Amen.

OPENING HYMN: Glory

1 2 3
Glory, glory in the highest Praises, Praises in the highest | Honor, Honor in the highest
Glory to the Almighty Praises to the Almighty Honor to the Almighty
Glory to the Lamb of God Praises to the Lamb of God Honor to the Lamb of God
And glory to the Living Word And Praises to the Living Word | And Honor to the Living Word
Glory to the Lamb Praises to the Lamb Honor to the Lamb
CHORUS CHORUS CHORUS
I give glory (glory) I give Praises (Praises) I give Honor (Honor)
Glory (glory) Praises (Praises) Honor (Honor)
Glory, glory to the Lamb Praises, Praises to the Lamb Honor, Honor to the Lamb
I give glory (glory) I give Praises (Praises) I give Honor (Honor)
Glory (glory) Praises (Praises) Honor (Honor)
Glory, glory to the Lamb Praises, Praises to the Lamb Honor, Honor to the Lamb
I give glory to the Lamb. I give Praises to the Lamb I give Honor to the Lamb
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Prayer of the Day - O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the
power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded world and raise us to
the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

GOD’S HOLY WORD

FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15—6:6 THE

1T will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my WORD !
face. In their distress they will beg my favor: A

51“Come, let us return to the LORD, for it is he who has torn, and he will heal \
us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. ?After two days he will revive
us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. °Let us
know, let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to

us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.”

“What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a
morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. °Therefore I have hewn them by the
prophets; I have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the
light. °For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt
offerings.

The Word of the Lord... Thanks be to God!

Psalm 50: 7 - 15

/“Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear witness against
you; for I am God, your God.

°I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; your burnt
offerings are always before me.

°I will not accept a calf from your stalls, nor goats from your pens;

Ofor all the wild animals of the forest are mine, the cattle on a
thousand hills.

1T know every bird of the mountains, and the creatures of the fields
are mine.

2If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the whole world is mine and all that is in
it.

*Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats? '“Offer to God a sacrifice
of thanksgiving and make good your vows to the Most High.

15 Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall honor me.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew 9: 9 - 13, 18 - 26; Glory to You, O Lord!

?As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection
station, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting
with Jesus and his disciples. ' When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” '? But when he heard this, he said,
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. °Go and learn what
this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call the righteous but
sinners.”

¥ While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him,
saying, "My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.”

2 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. “° Then suddenly a woman who had
been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the
fringe of his cloak, ?' for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made
well.” ?? Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you
well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. > When Jesus came to the leader’s
house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, % he said, “Go away, for
the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. ?° But when the crowd had been
put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. *° And the report of this
spread through all of that district.

The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

SERMON - The Reverend Laura Esposito
HYMN: ELW#676 - Lord, Speak to Us, that we may Speak

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
T We recognize all joining us virtually and give voice to any greetings or prayer requests.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following Christ, that
we might extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of creation, all you have made is yours. Revive lands in need of healing and make us wise
stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to conflict,
bigotry, and injustice in all their forms wherever they are found.
God of grace, hear our prayer.



God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort people as
they mourn. Provide tenderly for those in need. Grace those from our families and
community that we now name silently in our hearts, or out loud, with our prayers and your
blessings. (Please name silently or out loud). God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of Christ.
Accompany those who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant us a spirit
of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness. May
remembering their faithfulness strengthen our own. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious Father, we seek Your divine wisdom and guidance in our search for a shepherd to
lead us with humility, love, and grace. Lord, bless our search process, our call committee and
open doors to reveal the right candidate to us. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

(Additional Petitions may be offered.)
Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O
God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER

Lord God, your compassion is unlimited, all that we have is yours. Receive these gifts from
your bounty and grant that we may live well, love generously, and seek first your kingdom on
earth as in heaven, through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love, you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached
good news to the poor, and who, on the cross opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and e
, . ayed, our ¢ oo ~ LORD'S

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; SUPPER

this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
And unto that time, we come to you praying;

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion - Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

OUR TIME OF COMMUNION WITH THE LORD!



COMMUNION HYMNS:

1 - Lord, I give my Life to You 2 - Lord, You are More Precious

Lord, I give my life to You. Lord, you are more precious than silver,

At your feet I lay my burdens down. Lord, you are more costly than gold,

Lord I place my weakness in the strength of Lord, you are more beautiful than diamonds,

And nothing I desire compares with you,

your hand.
And nothing I desire compares with you.

Father, work Your will in me.

By Darrell Dement, c. 1986 Zion Song Music, Used by permission | @ 1982 Integrity's Hosanna! Music, CCLI License # 22085334
CCLI License #22805334

COMMUNION HYMN 3: O Lord, You’'re Beautiful

y of the
. . ¢ < Zion Lutheran Church LBI
O Lord, You're beautiful, Your face is all I seek; & &y SO eI
And when Your eyes are on this child, your grace abounds to me. ' 18th Street & Central Ave
PO Box 152
O Lord, You're wonderful, Your touch is all I need; ~ Barnegat Light, NJ 08006
And when Your hand is on this child, Your healing I receive. - (609) 4948676

ZionChurchLBl@gmail.com

www.ZionLBl.com

O Lord, please light the fire, That once burned bright and clear, ~ —
Replace the lamp of my first love that burns with holy fear.

O Lord, You're beautiful, Your face is all I seek;
And when Your eyes are on this child, Your grace abounds to me.
By Keith Green; c.1980 Ears to Hear Music, Adm. Capitol CMG Publishing;, CCLI# 14514

Closing Prayer - Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are
filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this
holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask
this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing - Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, + one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and
always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: ELW#550 — On What Has Now Been Sown
Song of Blessing

May God’s blessing surround you each day,

As you trust God and walk in God’s way.

May God’s presence within guard and keep you from sin,
Go in peace, go in joy, go in love.

C. 1982 by Cliff Barrows. C. 1986 by Pierre Lacher, CCLI License # 22085334

Dismissal: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! Thanks be to God.

Notes:
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