FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
December 28", 2025 - 10 AM

WELCOME

One of the most memorable things of Christmas are the “Carols of
Christmas”. This Sunday, we will be singing and hearing many of
these carols. We read in the gospel of Luke, that on the first
Christmas, it was the angels (messengers) who sang the first
o Ofs Ghristmas. Christmas carol -“Glory to God in the highest”. Today we join

- ‘ them to continue to proclaim in song the wonder of Him who was
=5 born on Christmas.

First Sunday

i+ Preacher - Pastor Brian Griswold
T Officiant — Pr. Rudy Schneider

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for
reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security
only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in your timing, and awaken us to your advent among
us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. + You are freed
and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

OPENING HYMN: ELW#275 - Angels from the Realms of Glory

Prayer of the Day - Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your
incarnate Word. By your grace, empower us to reflect your light in all
that we do, through Jesus, the Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen

GOD’S HOLY WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 63:7-9 THE

/T will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the WORD
LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us and the great favor to the e
house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to
the abundance of his steadfast love.

8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became
their savior “in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved
them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them
all the days of old.

The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God!



Psalm 148

! Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God
in the heights.

’Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you
hosts of heaven.

*Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you
shining stars.

“Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters
above the heavens.

°Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created,

°who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall not pass
away.

’Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;

¢fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
?mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

‘! sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
?young men and maidens, old and young together.

3 Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over
earth and heaven.

“The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LoRD. Hallelujah!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of John 1:1-5, 9-14; Glory to You, O Lord!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was
in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him was not
anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. The true light that enlightens
every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made through
him, yet the world knew him not.



He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father.

The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

SERMON - Pastor Brian Griswold
HYMN: ELW#267 - Joy to the World
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

T We recognize those joining us via Facebook Live and give voice to any greetings or
prayer requests submitted for our worship.

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all
who are in need. A brief silence.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love.
Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have
broken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer
alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your
compassion in every place your people suffer and protect them in the palm of your hand.
Grace those from our families and community that we now name silently in our hearts, or out
loud, with our prayers and your blessings. (Please name silently or out loud).

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son
Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all
who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn, we offer
thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER

God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessings.
We give you thanks for the gifts that you shower upon us each day. Receive our offerings that
they may be used to help those in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

We give you thank, Father, through Jesus the Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this
end of the ages to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight. He is
your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.

He took on our nature and our lot and was shown forth as your Son, born of the Holy Spirit
and of the virgin Mary. He fulfilled all your will and won for you a holy people; he stretched
out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering those who trust in you. As he was
born to die, you raised him from death to life, so that we too know that we shall be raised
from death to life.

CELEBRATION OF THE

We therefore remember that he took bread, and after giving thanks to LORD'S
you, said: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the SUPPER
remembrance of me. And in the same way, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin, Do this for
the remembrance of me.

Fill us with your Holy Spirit that we may praise and glorify you through him whom came
among us at Christmastide; through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,
with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion - God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

OUR TIME OF COMMUNION WITH THE LORD!
COMMUNION HYMN 1: 1t Came upon the Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear, 3 And you, beneath life's crushing load,
that glorious song of old, whose forms are bending low,

from angels bending near the earth who toil along the climbing way

to touch their harps of gold: with painful steps and slow:

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, look now, for glad and golden hours
from heav'n's all-gracious king." come swiftly on the wing;

The world in solemn stillness lay oh, rest beside the weary road

to hear the angels sing. and hear the angels sing!

Still through the cloven skies they come 4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on,
with peaceful wings unfurled, by prophets seen of old,

and still their heav'nly music floats when with the ever-circling years
o'er all the weary world. shall come the time foretold,

Above its sad and lowly plains when peace shall over all the earth
they bend on hov'ring wing, its ancient splendors fling,

and ever o'er its babel sounds and all the world give back the song

the blessed angels sing. which now the angels sing.



COMMUNION HYMN 2: Angels We Have Heard on High

1 Angels we have heard on high, 3 Come to Bethlehem and see

sweetly singing o'er the plains, him whose birth the angels sing;

and the mountains in reply, come, adore on bended knee

echoing their joyous strains. Refrain Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Refrain
2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? Refrain

Why your joyous strains prolong? Gloria in excelsis Deo;

What the gladsome tidings be gloria in excelsis Deo.

which inspire your heav'nly song? Refrain

Closing Prayer - Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift
and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to
discover the wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives,
through Christ born in us. Amen.

Blessing - The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, + bless
you with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: ELW#290 - Go Tell it on the Mountain

Dismissal: Glory to God in the highest! And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. Thanks be to God.
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