Baptism of our Lord
January 11th, 2026 - 9:30 AM

WELCOME

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of
God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus fulfills all righteousness and
becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light
to the nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the
Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s beloved children. Our
baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed
or in need of God’s healing.

i+ Preacher — The Reverend Diane Burkland
i+ Officiant — Pastor Rudy Schneider
+ Worship Leaders -Brian & Liz Griswold

WORSHIP
OPENING HYMN 1: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise (ELW 310)

1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 3
Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise;
manifested by the star
to the sages from afar,
branch of royal David's stem
in thy birth at Bethlehem:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

2 Manifest at Jordan's stream, 4
prophet, priest, and king supreme;
and at Cana wedding guest
in thy Godhead manifest;
manifest in pow'r divine,
changing water into wine;
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

Manifest in making whole
weakened body, fainting soul;
manifest in valiant fight,
quelling all the devil's might;
manifest in gracious will,

ever bringing good from ill:
anthems be to thee addressed,
God in flesh made manifest.

Grant us grace to see thee, Lord,
present in thy holy word;

grace to imitate thee now

and be pure, as pure art thou;
that we might become like thee
at thy great epiphany,

and may praise thee, ever blest,
God in flesh made manifest.

OPENING HYMN 2: OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART

Chorus
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
Open the eyes of my heart;

I want to see You, I want to see You. (repeat 3X)

To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light Of Your glory.
Pour out Your pow'r and love;

As we sing Holy, holy, holy.
(Chorus)

Holy, holy, holy. Holy, holy, holy.
I want to see You. I want to see You.
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke
life into being, the Wind stirring the waters. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice, you call us to life in community, but we have served our
own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty
was needed. We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to
seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do
justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of
water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in
+ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift
of peace. Amen.

Prayer of the Day - O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your
beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are
baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and
sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

GOD’S HOLY WORD

THE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9

'Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I
have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. “He will
not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; °a bruised reed
he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully
bring forth justice. “He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the
earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

°Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out
the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those
who walk in it: °I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the
hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, "to
open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison
those who sit in darkness. °I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.

?See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring
forth, I tell you of them.

The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God!

Psalm 29
! Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.

> Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness.



*The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the mighty waters.

“The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD
is a voice of splendor.

°The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the
cedars of Lebanon;

°the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon
like a young wild ox.

’The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes.

®The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of
Kadesh.

°The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the
temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!”

°The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king
forevermore.

10 LorD, give strength to your people;

give them, O LoRD, the blessings of peace.
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HOLY GOSPEL
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Matthew 3: 13 - 17; Glory to You, O Lord!

3 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. **John would have
prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” **>But Jesus
answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. '° And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,
suddenly the heavens were opened to him, and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove
and alighting on him. ! And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with
whom I am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

SERMON - The Reverend Diane Burkland



OFFERING HYMN: Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized (ELW 304)

Christ, when for us you were baptized, 3 Straightway and steadfast until death
God's Spirit on you came, you then obeyed the call

as peaceful as a dove, and yet to serve with free and willing heart,
as urgent as a flame, to give your life for all,

as urgent as a flame. to give your life for all.

God called you, "My beloved Son"; 4 Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord;

you are God's servant true, your cross on us be signed,

sent to proclaim the reign of heav'n, that likewise in God's service we
God's holy will to do, may perfect freedom find,

God's holy will to do. may perfect freedom find.

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER

Loving God, we follow the Magi in giving you gifts, praying that as you receive our acts of
offering, you would shine the light of Christ in our hearts to lead us in lives which serve you
more deeply. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

¥+ At this time, we would like to also recognize those joining us via Facebook Live and give
voice to any greetings or prayer requests submitted for our worship.

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human
community, and the well-being of the earth, our home. A brief silence.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our divisions and unite us in
mission. Uphold our lay leaders, missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim
hope in a broken world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Restoring God, cleanse the life-giving waters of rivers, seas, and springs. Create in us an
urgent desire to preserve the beauty and bounty of your good creation.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Righteous God, you guide the nations. Reconcile warring enemies and end cycles of violent
retribution. Defend the rights of prisoners, detainees, and all who flee from persecution.
Sustain international aid workers and peacemakers. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, you care for all in distress. Provide safety and support for those seeking
asylum or in need of shelter. Be near to the dying, and comfort all who are grieving or ill.
Grace those from our families and community that we now name silently in our hearts, or out
loud, with our prayers and your blessings. (Please name silently or out loud).

Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Loving God, awaken the gifts of the Spirit in this congregation, that we may serve Christ by
loving one another, our neighbors, and our enemies. We pray for travelers and those who are
homebound. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Promising God, in baptism we die and rise with Christ. We give thanks for those who have
gone before us, and we trust that we will join them in your everlasting peace.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom
we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.



1.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus the Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in
this end of the ages, to save and to redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight.

He fulfilled all your will. He stretched out his hands in suffering, in order to free from
suffering those who trust in you. As he was born to die, you raised him from death to life, so
that we too would know that we shall be raised from death to life.

We therefore remember; On the night in which he was betrayed, he L R
took bread, and after breaking it and giving thanks to you, said, “Take %8511))121;5{ '

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this often for the
remembrance of me.”

And in the same way, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for e
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this often, for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
And unto that time, we come before you praying;

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion - Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

OUR TIME OF COMMUNION WITH THE LORD!

COMMUNION HYMN 1: Create in Me, a Clean Heart

Create in me a clean heart, Oh God,

And renew a right Spirit within me.

Create in me a clean heart, Oh God,

And renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence, Oh Lord,
And take not your Holy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,

And renew a right Spirit within me.
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COMMUNION HYMN 2: Spirit of the Living God

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me, 3. Holy presence, love divine, cast out my fear,
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Holy presence, love divine, cast out my fear,
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me, Shield me, free me, call me, lead me,
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. Holy presence, love divine, cast out my fear.
. Soul of heaven, heart of God, wash over me. 4. Spirit of the living God move among us all,
Soul of heaven heart of God, wash over me. Make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love.
Cleanse me, teach me, hold me, reach me, Humble, caring, selfless, sharing,
Soul of heaven, heart of God, wash over me. Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love.

Daniel Iverson, Michael Baughen c. 1982 Birdwing Music, CCLI License # 22085334



Closing Prayer - Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the
sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us
from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your
love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing - May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart
for praise + bless you now and forever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: Forever

Give thanks to the Lord, our God and King CHORUS
His love endures forever Forever God is faithful, forever God is strong,
For He is good, He is above all things Forever God is with us ----forever----forever

His love endures forever "Sing praise"smg praise © 2001 Rising Springs Music; Vamos Publishing;

With a mighty hand and an outstretched arm worshiptogether.com songs, CCLI License # 22085334
His love endures forever

For the life that’s been reborn

His love endures forever

sing praise--sing praise--sing praise--sing praise

Chorus

From the rising to the setting Sun

His love endures forever

And by the grace of God, we will carry on

His love endures forever

Sing, praise --sing praise--sing praise--sing praise
Chorus

Dismissal: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. Thanks be to God.
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