
EASTER SUNDAY 
April 5th, 2026 – 9:30 AM 
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  WELCOME 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all 
creation is made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): 
Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, 
gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and 
love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are 
astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good 
news of God’s endless love. 

 Preacher – The Reverend Diane Burkland 
 Officiant – Pr. Rudy Schneider 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Glory and honor, dominion and power be to our God for ever and ever.  

Christ is risen! Alleluia!  

Let us pray: God of all ages, the shadows and gloom of Good Friday have been 
dispersed by the light and color of Easter. We rejoice in your power that turns our 
sorrow into joy, our despair into hope, our defeat into victory, and evil into 
goodness. Help us on this Easter morning to burst out of the tombs that have 
trapped us: tombs of selfishness, sinfulness, greed, pride and prejudice.  

The Risen Lord grant you a new life of divine grace and may His love burst forth on you this 
Easter Day, in the name of Jesus, the Risen One. Amen.  

OPENING HYMN: ELW#365 – Jesus Christ is Risen Today 
Prayer of the Day - God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is 

alive and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts 
the risen life we share with Christ and help us to grow as your people 
toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD’S HOLY WORD 

FIRST READING: Colossians 3: 1 - 4 
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that 
are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then 
you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God! 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever.   
2 Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”   
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14 The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my 
salvation.  
15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the 
righteous: “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!   
16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted!  The right hand of the LORD 
acts valiantly!”   
17 I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  
18 The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death.   
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the 
LORD.   
20 “This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”   
21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my 
salvation.  
22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.   
23 By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes.   
24 This is the day that the LORD has made;  

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of John 20:1-18; Glory to You, O Lord! 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the 
other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 
other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 
went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the 
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as yet 
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb, 
12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  
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She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid 
him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 
you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus 
said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 
brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and 
she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The Gospel of the Lord…Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!   

SERMON – Out from the Tomb 

The Reverend Diane Burkland 

HYMN: ELW#384 – That Easter Day with Joy was Bright  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 We recognize those joining us via Facebook Live and give voice to any greetings or 

prayer requests submitted for our worship.   

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 
pray for the needs of all creation.  A brief silence. 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our 
doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth be 
renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have 
made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where violence, 
oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform 
and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. 
Draw near to those who are ill or in pain.  Grace those from our families and community that 
we now name silently in our hearts, or out loud, with our prayers and your blessings. (Please 
name silently or out loud). Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. Bless 
this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed. 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory.  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

(Additional Petitions may be offered.) 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to 
all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  Amen. 
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OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER 
Gracious God, through the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, you have given immeasurable grace 
to us.  May our offerings reflect the grace we have received, and symbolize lives committed to 
the service of our risen Lord.  Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We praise you for the grace shown to your people in 
every age: and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good 
news in word and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

And on the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks;  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death 
until he comes. 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them 
with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest and pray unto you the prayer he taught us 
to pray - 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion – Come to the table of new life.  Receive the risen Lord. 

OUR TIME OF COMMUNION WITH THE LORD! 

COMMUNION HYMN 1: Glorify Thy Name 

1. Father we love You, 
We praise and adore You, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name,  
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

2. Jesus we love You 
We praise and adore You, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name,  
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

3. Spirit we love You 
We praise and adore You, 
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 
Glorify Thy name, Glorify Thy name,  
Glorify Thy name in all the earth. 

 

© 1976, 1981 CCCM Music; Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, CCLI License # 22085334 
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COMMUNION HYMNS 2 & 3 

Majesty He is Lord 
Majesty, worship His majesty. 
Unto Jesus be all glory, honor, and praise. 
Majesty, kingdom authority 
Flow from His throne unto His own 
His anthem raise. 
So exalt, lift up on high the name of Jesus. 
Magnify, come glorify Christ Jesus, the King. 
Majesty, worship His majesty, 
Jesus who died, now glorified, King of all kings. 
© 1981 New Spring, CCLI License # 22085334 

He is Lord,    He is Lord, 
He has risen from the dead and He is Lord. 
Ev’ry knee shall bow,  ev’ry tongue confess, 
That  Jesus Christ  is Lord. 
© 1986 Curb Wordspring Music; Curb Word Music, CCLI License 
# 22085334 

Closing Prayer - Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are 
making all things new.  Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to 
love our enemies, and to bring your healing to a wounded and weary world.    
In the name of Jesus, Amen. 

Blessing - The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 
hope ☩ bless you now and always. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: ELW#376 – Thine is the Glory 

Dismissal:  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Notes:______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
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