FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 30t", 2025 - 10 AM

WELCOME

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ has / is coming
soon! Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we
wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the
word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God.

¥+ Preacher - The Reverend Wes Smith
T Officiant — Pr. Rudy Schneider

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is
sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Silence is kept for
reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security
only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping
awake. Free us from self-reliance and teach us to live in harmony with our
neighbors. Increase our trust in your timing, and awaken us to your advent among
us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. + You are freed
and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

OPENING HYMN: ELW#244 - Rejoice, Rejoice Believers

Prayer of the Day - Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
save us from the threatening dangers of our sins and enlighten our walk
in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

GOD’S HOLY WORD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:10 - 12

10Go through, go through the gates; prepare the way for the people; build up,
build up the highway; clear it of stones; lift up an ensign over the peoples.

11The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “Look,
your savior comes; his reward is with him and his recompense before him.”

12They shall be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD,” and you shall be called,
“Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.” The Word of the Lord...Thanks be to God!

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING

We welcome the beginning of this holy season of Advent with great joy. Jesus Christ is the
center of our worship and the true light that dispels the darkness at times that surrounds us!
We light this first candle of our Advent Wreath that invites us to embrace the true Light of
Christ and the hope for our world that Christ brings us! We pray that our hearts and our
world may once again be recreated by the power of God that dwells among us!

The First Advent Candle is lighted!



ADVENT HYMN - O Come Emmanuel

O come, O Key of David, come, and open wide our heav'nly home;
make safe the way that leads on high and close the path to misery.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
C. 1983 Birdwing Music/Cherry Lane Music Publishing Co.

Psalm 148: 5 - 10

> Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded, and they were
Created.

6He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds,
which cannot be passed.

’Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,

8fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
°Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!

10Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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HOLY GOSPEL
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of Luke 2: 1 - 12; Glory to You, O Lord!

'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be
registered. ?This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. >He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. ® While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.

8Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. °Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. !° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see,
I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ''to you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. '2This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”

The Gospel of the Lord...Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!

SERMON - The Hope of all the Earth
The Reverend Wes Smith



HYMN: ELW#439 - Soon and Very Soon

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

T We recognize those joining us via Facebook Live and give voice to any greetings or
prayer requests submitted for our worship.

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. A brief silence.

God of the people, we come seeking wisdom and instruction. Uphold and strengthen lay
leaders, teachers, deacons, pastors, and bishops. Teach us your ways and lead us in your
paths. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the earth, we seek your goodness in the grandeur of creation. Empower us to care for
forests and oceans, as we see you in the world around us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, grant wisdom to leaders, judges, and mediators. Cast out words of hate
and transform them into words for building up community. Remake implements of war to sow
peace. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of healing, bring comfort and strength. We pray for our kindred and companions who are
ill or despairing. Grace those from our families and community that we now name silently in
our hearts, or out loud, with our prayers and your blessings. (Please name silently or out
loud). Surround all with care and consolation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of new possibilities, when addiction wounds, jealousy tears down, and relationships fray,
show us how to journey with one another. Nurture therapists, counselors, and sponsors in
their care for others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of all time, build up our lives that we would reflect your grace. At the last, bring us with
all the saints to your holy city where peace and goodness make a home.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.
OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER

God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth and provides
for all, signs of your steadfast love and faithfulness. Receive these offerings from your bounty
and bless them to be used for your glory as we prepare for the birth of your son, Jesus.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus the Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in
this end of the ages, to save and to redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight.

He fulfilled all your will. He stretched out his hands in suffering, in order to free from
suffering those who trust in you. As he was born to die, you raised him from death to life, so
that we too would know that we shall be raised from death to life.



We therefore remember; On the night in which he was betrayed, he CELEBRATION OF THE
took bread, and after breaking it and giving thanks to you, said, “Take %[(J)I%PEE{
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this often for the

remembrance of me.”

And in the same way, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for o M.
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this often, for the remembrance of me.”

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.
And unto that time, we come before you praying;

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion - Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has
promised.

OUR TIME OF COMMUNION WITH THE LORD

COMMUNION HYMN 1: Change My Heart O God

Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.
You are the potter, I am the clay. Mold me and make me; this is what I pray.
Change my heart, O God, make it ever true. Change my heart, O God, may I be like you.

COMMUNION HYMN 2: There is a Redeemer

1. There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son, Chorus
Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. Thank you oh my Father,
Chorus for giving us your Son,

And leaving your Spirit ‘til,

2. Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names, The work on earth is done

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, O for sinners slain.

Chorus © 1982 Ears To Hear Music, CCLI License #
3. When I stand in glory, I will see His face, 22085334
And there I'll serve my King forever in that holy place.
Chorus
Closing Prayer - God our host, at this table you have fed us nof the
with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to § %,  ZionLutheran Church LBI
Gl
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and ‘ 18th Street & Central Ave
bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. PO Box 152
~ Barnegat Light, NJ 08006
. (609) 494-8676
Blessing - May God who comes among us, Father, ++ Son, and of ZionChurchLBl@gmail.com

Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, hope in the
darkness, and good news to share today and always. =
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: ELW#264 - Prepare the Royal Highway

www.ZionLBl.com

Dismissal: Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.
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