
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
March 8th, 2026 – 9:30 AM 

   WELCOME 
In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of 
our thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing 
from the waters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of 
the next two Sundays to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of 
preparation before baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection 
feast, Christ comes among us in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-
giving water of God’s mercy and forgiveness. 

 Preacher – The Reverend Diane Burkland 
 Officiant – Pr. Rudy Schneider 
 Worship Leaders – Brian & Liz Griswold 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious 
God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.   

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ 
offers: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.   

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in 
the world: Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.   

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth 
to life:  Gracious God, have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.   

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.  Through faith, the free gift of God, you 
have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ.  In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven.  The Spirit of the One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love 
into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN 1: Lord I Lift Your Name on High 
Lord, I lift your name on high;   
Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life,   
I’m so glad you came to save us. 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross  my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord I lift your name on high. 
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OPENING HYMN 2: You are My All in All 
1. You are my strength when I am weak 

You are the treasure that I seek 
You are my all in all 

Seeking You as a precious jewel 
Lord to give up, I’d be a fool 
You are my all in all 

Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name 

 

2. Taking my sin, my cross, my shame, 
Rising again, I bless Your name 
You are my all in all 

When I fall down, you pick me up 
When I am dry, you fill my cup 
You are my all in all 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name 
Jesus, Lamb of God, worthy is Your name 
Worthy is Your name 

© 1991 Shepherd's Heart Music, Inc. , CCLI License # 22085334 

Prayer of the Day - Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and 
wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the 
well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD’S HOLY WORD 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses 
and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel 
with me? Why do you test the LORD?”  
3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against 
Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock 
with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do for this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take 
some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”  

Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?” 

The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God!  

Psalm 95  
1Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of 
our salvation.  

2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving  
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms. 
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3 For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods. 
4 In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills are also yours. 
5 The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry land. 
6 Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD our maker.  
7 For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s 
hand.   

Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice! 
8 “Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert. 
9 There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they had seen my 
works. 
10 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do 
not know my ways.’ 
11 Indeed I swore in my anger, ‘They shall never come to my rest.’ ”  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of John 4: 5 - 42; Glory to You, O Lord! 
5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 
the well. It was about noon. 
7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His 
disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that 
you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common 
with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that is 
saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.” 11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where 
do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well 
and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of 
this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up 
to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be 
thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I 
have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you 
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said 
is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.  
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20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must 
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when 
you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you 
do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 
for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” 
(who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to her, 
“I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but 
no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman 
left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man 
who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the 
city and were on their way to him. 
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I 
have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely 
no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes 
the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 
36 The reaper is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower 
and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another 
reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you 
have entered into their labor.” 
39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told 
me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to 
stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his 
word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for 
we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

The Gospel of the Lord…Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!   

SERMON – Nevertheless, She Persisted - The Reverend Diane Burkland 

OFFERING HYMN: Yet not I, but through Christ in Me 
What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer,  
There is no more for Heaven now to give.    
He is my joy, my righteousness and freedom,  
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace. 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus,  
For my life is wholly bound to His.    
Oh, how strange and divine, I can sing, "all is mine", 
Yet not I but through Christ in me. 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken,  
For by my side the Savior He will stay.   
I labor on in weakness and rejoicing,  
For in my need His power is displayed.    
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me  
Through the deepest valley He will lead.   
Oh, the night has been won and I shall overcome,  
Yet not I but through Christ in me. 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven, 
The future sure, the price it has been paid.   
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon, 
And He was raised to overthrow the grave.  
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated, 
Jesus now and ever is my plea.   
Oh, the chains are released, I can sing "I am free". 
Yet not I but through Christ in me. 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus,  
For He has said that He will bring me home.  
And day by day, I know He will renew me  
Until I stand with joy before the throne.   
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus,  
All the glory evermore to Him  
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat. 
Yet not I but through Christ in me. 

© 2018 CityAlight Music; Farren Love And War Publishing; Integrity's Alleluia! Music, CCLI License # 22085334 
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OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER 
As we offer our gifts to you, we are reminded of your call to step out into the world and make 
a difference. Give us courage and wisdom as we engage with others around us, sharing your 
love and truth.  Bless these offerings, that they may support ministries and missions that 
reach out to those in need. And empower us to be your hands and feet in the world, shining 
your light wherever we go.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 We recognize those joining us via Facebook Live and give voice to any greetings or 

prayer requests submitted for our worship.   

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its 
needs.  A brief silence. 

O God, when suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons, bishops, and all 
servants of your gospel the endurance that produces character and the hope that will never 
disappoint. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing with drought, 
and bring relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and peoples, and 
reconcile all humans across the lines of race, class, nationality, moral conviction, religion, and 
all else that divides or oppresses. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who need 
nourishment. Grant welcome to all who are excluded. Show your mercy to any in need.  Grace 
those from our families and community that we now name silently in our hearts, or out loud, 
with our prayers and your blessings. (Please name silently or out loud).  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the joyful noise 
we make and bless the work of our church musicians. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

(Additional petitions may be offered.)  

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We remember all 
who have entered eternal rest, and we pray that you bring us the hope of sharing in your 
glory. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.  Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus the Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in 
this end of the ages, to save and to redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.   

He is your Word, through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight.   

He fulfilled all your will.  He stretched out his hands in suffering, in order to free from 
suffering those who trust in you.  As he was born to die, you raised him from death to life, so 
that we too would know that we shall be raised from death to life.   
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We therefore remember; On the night in which he was betrayed, he 
took bread, and after breaking it and giving thanks to you, said, “Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this often for the 
remembrance of me.” 

And in the same way, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this often, for the remembrance of me.” 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory.  
And unto that time, we come before you praying;  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

Invitation to Communion – Come to the table.  Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 

OUR TIME OF COMMUNION WITH THE LORD! 

COMMUNION HYMN 1: Lord I give my Life to You 
Lord, I give my life to You. 
At your feet I lay my burdens down. 
Lord I place my weakness in the strength of your hand. 
Father, work Your will in me. 
By Darrell Dement, c. 1986 Zion Song Music, Used by permission CCLI License #22805334 
 
COMMUNION HYMN 2: O Lord, You’re Beautiful 
O Lord, You’re beautiful, Your face is all I seek; 
And when Your eyes are on this child, your grace abounds to me. 

O Lord, You’re wonderful, Your touch is all I need; 
And when Your hand is on this child, Your healing I receive. 

O Lord, please light the fire, That once burned bright and clear, 
Replace the lamp of my first love that burns with holy fear. 

O Lord, You’re beautiful, Your face is all I seek; 
And when Your eyes are on this child, Your grace abounds to me. 
 By Keith Green; c.1980 Ears to Hear Music, Adm. Capitol CMG Publishing; CCLI# 14514 

Closing Prayer - God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our 
souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  Through 
the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, 
bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Blessing - Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into existence, 
Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation, 
☩ bless you now and always.  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: ELW#547 – Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 
 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 
 

Dismissal:  Go in peace. Believe the good news.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Notes:______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
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