
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 25th, 2026 – 9:30 AM 
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   WELCOME 
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always 
be reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing 
world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets 
us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the 
freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians 
will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

 Worship Leader & Preacher – Brian Griswold 
 Liturgists – Dar Duricek & Bob Durham 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 
earth.  Amen.   

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.  Silence is kept 
for reflection.   

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the 
world and in our own hearts.  Creation groans from overuse.  Jealousy and 
bitterness strain our relationships.  Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.  
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others.  Turn our hearts back to 
you.  Restore our world and reconcile us to one another.  Renew us to live as your 
holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.  Amen.   

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  Receive freely this 
healing gift of grace.  Amen. 

OPENING HYMN: ELW#400 – God of Tempest 
Prayer of the Day - Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 

the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in 
times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD’S HOLY WORD 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or 
say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more.  

The Word of the Lord…Thanks be to God!  
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Psalm 46 
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though 
the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with 
its tumult. 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon 
the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, shatters the 
spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will 
be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

HOLY GOSPEL 
A Reading from the Holy Gospel of John 8: 31 - 36; Glory to You, O Lord! 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What 
do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

The Gospel of the Lord…Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ!   

SERMON – Brian Griswold 

HYMN: ELW#517 – Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in your Word 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 We recognize all joining us virtually and give voice to any greetings or prayer requests.     

Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
A brief silence. 

As we celebrate Reformation Sunday, we remember the witness of Martin Luther and the 
reformers of the church in every generation. Empower us to continue the work of reform and 
renewal in our own day. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the healing of natural places despoiled by pollution and human greed.  Give all 
living creatures access to safe land, water, and air. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We pray for our criminal justice systems and all those whose lives are affected by them. Give 
wisdom and discernment to police, probation officers, judges, and attorneys; give courage 
and peace to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We ask your blessing upon all people who have been harmed by the church and its leaders, 
that the truth may make them free. We pray for the relief of all those who are sick or 
suffering.  Grace those from our families and community that we now name silently in our 
hearts, or out loud, with our prayers and your blessings. (Please name silently or out loud). 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

We seek Your divine wisdom and guidance in our search for a shepherd to lead us with 
humility, love, and grace.  Lord, bless our search process, our call committee and open doors 
to reveal the right candidate to us.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

With gratitude, we remember those disciples who paved the way for us and all of our beloved 
dead. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

OFFERING & OFFERING PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, as we gather our tithes and offerings, we acknowledge that all things belong 
to you. Everything we have comes from your hand, and we are merely stewards of your 
blessings. Help us to recognize your leadership over all aspects of our lives. May these gifts be 
used to further your kingdom, as a testament to our gratitude and trust in you. Guide us to be 
faithful stewards, using all that you have given us for your glory.  Amen. 

Blessing - The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ 
Jesus.  Amen.   

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 
interceding of the Spirit.  Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: ELW#504 – A Mighty Fortress 

Dismissal: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.  Thanks be to God. 
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